This explanation is one of the very greatest interest, and all the more so from the fact that it seems to explain on the one hand how by repetition self-control may come to be the dominant factor in a man's actions, and how, in another case, by the repeated abolition of the control of the higher centres, such as occurs in those who areagain and again subjected to hypnotic influence, it may no longer be necessary to fatigue the will by concentrated attention in order to produce the hypnotic state. Ey mere repetition a state may be induced in which the subject may become hypnotic on a gesture, on a look, or even on the mere casual occurrence of an event which has been usually connected with the onset of the trance. Of this the following curious example is given. A patient in the Salpetriere used to be hypnotised at a certain hour. One day she committed a petty theft,. stealing some valuables out of a drawer which was not her own. While in the act the hour struck at which she usually was hypnotised, with the result that she fell a prey to the suggestion started by the sound of the clock, and passed at once into the accustomed cataleptic condition. There she was found red-handed, standing a stricken thief. 
